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to the accusation that all the severe over-hasty measures had been
unnecessary, as everything was peaceful in Bavaria. On the 12th
of June, however, Ludwig agreed to the revocation of the decree
regarding censorship and, after that, was received with a storm
of applause when he appeared at the theatre. But he felt humili-
ated. His assent had been wrung from him, and the Second
Chamber in particular was dissatisfied. Objections were made to
the magnitude of the Civil List, and funds were actually refused for
the continuation of the building of the Pinakothek, under the
pretext that these were needed for more important matters. The
King was unnecessarily provoked, disparaged, and criticized. His
love for art, his building and cognate activities were all classed
together and labelled luxury and extravagance. That was not
the way to treat a King who had previously suffered so much on
behalf of his liberal opinions, who had brought order into the
finances of his country and beautified and enlarged his capital,
a King imbued with the desire to make his people happy. It is
true that Ludwig had allowed himself too much latitude, but now
the opposition was doing the same and was thereby driving the
King back into the much criticized reactionary camp.

Whilst these struggles were in progress, the King was delighted
to have more frequent and affectionate letters from his eldest son.
Amongst other things, the Crown Prince wrote from Gottingen,
where he was studying, that he was growing daily more interested
in history and it was, in fact, his favourite study.1 'It is gratifying/
Ludwig replied, 'that you are concerning yourself with that subject
which should be a Prince's breviary.'2

The King then described the struggles in the Landtag. 'Even
if the present misunderstands me, the future will give ine my due.
I am fighting for the rights of the Crown and therefore for you too,
my dear son.'3

The Crown Prince expressed a wish to be allowed to go to Italy
at some convenient opportunity. The King's relations with this
'Land of Sunshine', for which he shared the love and enthusiasm
evinced by all Germans, particularly the greatest among them,
had been somewhat disturbed although not entirely severed by
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